Regional heterogeneity of arterial structural changes.
Arterial structural changes in experimental models of hypertension and restenosis differ between vessel types and within vessels. Inspired by the diversity of short-term functional responses to vasoactive agents, hypotheses are presented with respect to the heterogeneity of structural alterations. Considered are the multifactorial nature of smooth muscle cell growth control and the possibility that vascular smooth muscle is not homogeneous but composed of different smooth muscle cell populations. These hypotheses may help explain the origin of both intervascular and intravascular heterogeneity of vascular structural responses.